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EXECUTIVE SESSION

CONSIDERATION CF AN AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

’T%zr’ﬁaéz[/ /g”“‘ 6 17 78
WEDNESEAY{—

APR4I~5ﬂ_4848

House of Representatives, .
Select Committee on
Assassinations,

Washington, D. C.

The committee met, pursuant to notice at 4:£0 p.m., in

!l room 364 of the Cannon HousevOffice Building, "Hon.. Louis

Stokes, -Chairman of the commlttee, presiding,
v Present: Representa;qves Stokes 1pre51dlng), Preyer,'
Fauntréy, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, Edgar, Dev;ne and-Sayxer3.

Present also: G.JRoBert Blakey, Chief Counsel and

: Dlrector, Gary Cornwell, Deouty Chief Counsel; I. C xMathews

"Spec1al Counsel; William Cross, Security Offlcer- Ellzabeth

Berning, Chief Clerk; and Marlon Wills, Deputy Chlef Clerk

Chairman Stokes. A quorum of the commlttee belng presentr

af.this time, the commlttee is called to order. I recognlze

i Mr. Blakey for a statement with reference to thls.

Mr. Blakey. There are several matters that could be

:;b:ought up. One of them, I suppose, technlcally shouln be .

‘considered in public session about the deals w1th,thejchsnge

3 00 . .. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY.INC:
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o
- y) Mr. Ford. Aye.
; 3 Mrs. BRerning. Mr. Fithian.
o Mr. Fithian. Aye.
Qé» ' Mrs. Berning. Mr. Edgar.
_ih‘.%v Mr. Edgar. Aye.
Li"_dl Mrs. Berning. There aielhine ayes, Mr. Chairman.
fg’ 7 éhairman Stekes. Nine members having voted in the
'%: 8 % affirmative, this meeting is now declared in executive‘seesion
hQ‘ 9 | and all members of the public are asked to excuse themselves
c
_g 10 | from the room.
lg " Mr. Blakey. Let me see if I can present the problem to
 § 12 yod as succihctly as.I can, elthough perhaps I shouléebegin
C:)i gf 13 kwith an apology to. the;cemmittee'for bringing about”éfmeettng:
' Ag“ ;4 of the full committee on such short notlce. "w;”;.
Ugh g | Obviously, there has been a recess and some of the
N =REN S
 §¢ ji”‘membership has been gone for the last week. and thls 1s’realiy|
;:f ?é the first epportunity that we have had. . | |
f:? jt The problem has come up~during the recess infour'effbrts
lée:’§ ‘to work with the Central Intelllgence Agency 1in preparxng
§: 1?:'hear1ngs. The problem really goes as follows: In the central
‘ §J 25 case study is the“Mex1co City issue. The Agency has gtven usi‘
 ff'f ji; complete access to- everythlng in this area and thlS 1ncluaes s
C:) ".'Ji;\ 22f;ﬂthe nature of the surveillance that the Agency.heeipf;the o i
3 235 Russian and Cuban Embassies. | | | i
C | 2¢§ They had photographic and electronlc survelllance of botﬁ
A 5
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in the rules. Nevertheless, the reasons for the chaqge in the
rules goes to the heart of the nature of our current
investigation and conseguently, I think it would be
a?propriate for a motion to bé'made to close the meeting;

Chairman Stokes. Thekcﬁair will entertain such.a‘mOtioh

Mr. Fauntroy. I So move.

Chairman Stokes. It is moved that the meeting go»intb;,

executive session. The clerk:will call the roll.
Mrs. Berning. Mr. Stokes. |
Chairman Stokes. Aye.
Mrs. Berniﬁg. Mr . Devine.
Mr. Cevine. Aye.
Mrs. Berning. Mr. Preyer.
Mr. Preyér. 'Aye.
Mrs. Berning. Mr. McKinney.
(There was no responéé}) ~ |
Mrs. Berning. Mr. féUnEroy.
Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. -
Mrs. Berning.' Mrs. Burke.
{There was no response.) | | » 7;‘,v5 Q
Mrs. Bérning. Mr.vSawyer. ..... B
Mr. Sawyer. Aye. ' ' | b.f'[.   ‘f;.;!
Mrs. Berning. Mr. Dodd. | >W
Mr. Dodd. Aye. i
Mrs. Berning. Mr. Ford. E

©t . ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY.INC. - . " -~ = =l
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‘in the embassy.

-methods. But the Agency prefers not to diSCIOse«them{ i

Page!l

places. This covered the crucial periods of time, more oOr

less, and that is a big question, more or less. And I now

have to say that the person alleged to have been Oswald went

Nevertheless, the Agency never came up with a photograph
of Oswald coming in and out of the Agency. Indeed they sent
back up to Washingtcn the wrong photograph. This has given
rise to the whole problem of the mysterious plan.

The significance of the issue of the investigatien
literally speaks for itself. If Oswald did not gd:in end
apply for that visa, and someone else did, then itvisaobViods
that Oswald had an associaée. If he had an associaﬁe[sfhe
single assassin theory is in real seriocus trouble. s

What we need to do is to pursue in our hearlngs for yoﬁf
beneflt cur ablllty to uncerstana what went on down 1n Mex1co.I
We have w1tnesses scheduled for the hearlngs and we now asked
the Central Intelligence Agency to make avallaole to us those
materials dealing with the surveillance, which‘e;e,HilI—sensi—

tive and they go right to the heart of sensitivelsquteestaﬁd

Now, they have no objectlon to the staff looklng at them‘

and they frankly have no objection to this commlttee lookzng ’

at them and they have no objection to us, at least Jn deallng
with Agency employees, using or pursuing these matterseln the

l

|

i

i

hearings, but then they say to us the follow:ng: :prt.what. d

i
i
|
i
i
i
.
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" House of Representatives? I cannot change them'"

‘Members can have access to documents in the posess:on of thev
aHouse Intelllgence Commzttee under terms and- condltzons set

t.forth by the House Intelllgence Committee up to and zncludJng ‘
:oenlal of access. That is, we can set~out the exact languaoe

for ~you but the House Intelligence Commlttee s rule exp11c1tly

1-5.

you do about Rule 112"

Rule 11 of the House says that all committee docUﬁents
are property of the House and as such all members of the Houce
have access to them. We say, well, our response to them ls as

follows: "What do you want me to do about the'rules;oftthe.

And their response is: "Well, why don t you aooét,
meaning the committee adopt, a rule that looks 11ke the HOLse
Intelligence. Commlttee s rule on member access’"‘

' So, we looked at that very carefully and the tole of’the

House Intelligence Committee provides roughly as follows

authorizes the House Intelligence Committée to;deny;eccessﬂtoA_
a member.

And I sald,.or our response to the Agency 1s as follows'

"You cannot serlously expect me to suggest to my commJttee the

-
adoption of a rule that is on its face 1ncon51stent w1tn Rule}
11, can you?" '

And they said, "Yes, we know that it_iswihcohsisteht hutl
, Attt HEeE T . |

if you give us at least as much protection aS;the~House»5f

Intelligence Committee gives us, we would hve no. problem with

g e . ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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~that is on its face inconsistent with Rule'll”.'jhéWHouEe{‘

iRule, after all--I am talking as a lawyer, you:‘iéyyer I

committee are ekplicit. The resolution of this_céﬁmittgé

explicitly says that your rules must be consistent Wjﬁhjﬁbe

iupiwith the following suggestion that may meetfﬁhéfﬁéedgiof
the Cenﬁral Intelligence Agency: The rule doe?}ﬁoffﬁehyf?f»*‘
‘access to any member but it conditions_thétfagcéégfgﬁétﬁéﬁ;' 
'timg, place and manner by the following'procedufé: LThét é ;
member wouid have tc request access in writing a§a;th§ féngst

|| would be taken up by the full committee and, if the -full

"then and there and, if the committee decided that unde;ﬂthe~

Il circumstances the committee member or the members shodld'not

1~6

turning it over to you."
My response is that "I cannot do that."

I cannot suggest to this committee that Yngadbpt a rule

1 guess--the rules of the House are explicit. Thegrqléélofvthjs

rules of the House.
So, I cannot suggest to yocu a rule like that rUIQ‘Qf[the
House Intelligence Committee.

I played around with language with Jim Wdlfé!ahéﬁweuéame

committee voted to give the member access, he would get it

P

have "access, it would cause the guestion to;beytékén,béck up

oh the House Floor.

i ’ S o
, ) ) T
27 | Of course, if the House Floor in effect reaffirms:.FRule "1
€3 S cen e
in this case, then our rules would permit the member to' have
. !
25 g
. ] i
|
i S I :
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It as the "famlly jewels,‘ then it would be the burden of the

”.would then be in a posture of debating the 1ssue 1n the

'this instance, access would be granted. It“iS‘mygjudgmebf

‘Floor that would deny the member access and notyQUrﬂowﬁﬁrules.
House of Representatives to take a second‘look at'the:scope

‘principle, but as a concrete 1nstance where 1f what the member

full committee to say that it is toc risky to turn over this

,oec151on to  the Full House Floor and the Full House Floor

concrete context, that is, the specific request of a spec1f1c
'member to see a specific document, and you could brlng to the‘

‘attentzon of the House the nature of that document w1thout

Page 9 .

access. If the House Floor says that the members should not

have access, then of course it wouldvbe the resolutﬁon_of the
Basically, what it would do is that it_woulq?cause.the

and impact of Rule 11, not as an abstract ouestlon Of,

wanted access to was somethlng that could be falrly oescrlbed

material to this member.

It would then prcvide & mechanism for transfefring;that

actually revealing it.

If, of course,‘the House votes to reaffitm‘Ruiefllfin

that the Agency would buy this rule as giving?them‘the*maximUﬁ

protectlon of the disclosure, or the routlne and attomatlc !

vdlsclosure of the more sensitive methods, to 035 people 51mplﬂ

on request. o f;ﬂ-':i:i |
L ; i

The choices are hard. If we do not adopt it, I think the
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